Green Purchasing

These guidelines have been developed as part of Vancouver  Community College’s ( VCC) Environmental
Policy & Procedures toimplementalong -terms trategy that reduces VCC's impact on the environment

Departments are encouraged to follow the Guidelines for Procurement of Environmentally Responsible
Products and Services.

Guidelines for Procurement of Environmentally Responsible Products and Services

These procurement guidelines are designed to encoura ge Departments to consider environmentally
responsible products and services as part of their purchasing decisions. The objectives of these guidelines
are:

To provide an environ  mental role model for VCC procurement, by making it a priority to use environmentally
responsible products and services, where feasible and cost effective.

To increase demand for environmentally responsible products and services, which may ultimately enhance
their quality and cost competitiveness.

To continue to increase VCC’s  conservation of resources through the use of more reusable products, and
products and services which require less energy and materials to produce or use.

Where feasible and cost effective, VCC will acquire products and services that are environmentally
responsible. Environmentally responsible products are those that reduce waste, improve energy efficiency,
limit toxic by -products, contain recycled content or are reusable. Environmentally responsible services are
those that employ environmental responsibility in their delivery.

The substitution of environmentally sensitive products for more environmentally harmful products will
increase as their usage becomes more prevalent and as they become mor e cost effective and of comparable
quality to those products previously purchased.

Where feasible and cost effective and where the products are com patible with individual departments
requirements, preference should be given to purchase of environmentally sensitive products and services.

As part of pru dent acquisition management, departments should consider use of environmentally sensitive
products and services on a trial basis to ensure performance and technical requirements are met, prior to
making longer term purchasing commitments.

Evaluation criteria specified in the solicitation document should consider the environmental impact over the
relevant environmental labelling program may be specified in the solicitation document. Specific
environmental te  chnical requirements may also be included in product specifications.

Below are TIPS and helpful tools for environmentally responsible purchasing:















embedded in the price of electronics that helps to pay for our Return -1t recycling depots. To learn more,
check out the  BC Ministry of Environment’'s Product Stewardship program

Choosing products that are durable or are repairable will save on disposal costs.
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